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Saying or Praying 


DURHAM, NN. C. 


We do not always pray when we use the language of prayer... . 
“We may pray most when we say least,” said St. Augustine, ‘“‘and 
we may pray least when we say most.” Prayer involves more than 
words. It involves our whole being. Our hearts must be in our 
prayers, for prayer is hollow when it misrepresents what we 
earnestly desire. Our minds must be in our prayers for we do 
not pray until we have projected our thoughts unto God. “Words 
without thoughts never to heaven go.” Our souls must be in our 
prayers for we truly pray only when we find spiritual rapport 
with God. .. . Real praying, therefore, is emotional, mental and 
spiritual before it is verbal. .. . | Can we say the Lord’s Prayer 
other than by rote and unison? Many people miss the words when 
they try to say it deliberately and alone. Are we merely quoting 
Jesus when we repeat the Lord’s prayer or are his thoughts our 
thoughts and his wishes our wishes? We have said the Lord’s 
prayer many times. Seriously, how many times have we really 
prayed it?p—Rosert W. Younes, Scarsdale, N. Y., for the Uni- 
versal Week of Prayer, January 5-10. National Council of 
Churches. 











Letters to the Editors 





Is Negro’s Treatment Due to Skin Color? 





Test Is Proposed 
To THE OUTLOOK: 

Mr. Johnson's letter (OUTLOOK, Dec. 2) 
is a rationalization of prejudice, and as 
any rationalization contains a grain of 
truth, it is dangerous to unwary people. 

There is one simple test to determine 
whether segregation of the Negro is due to 
the color of his skin or not. It is this: 
Reverse the situation, asking ourselves 
what we would do if the people were white. 

Of course, in taking this test, there are 
people who will not be honest with them- 
selves because they prefer to hold to pre- 
conceived ideas rather than to know the 
truth. But to those who sincerely want 
to be sure that they are not “judging ac- 
cording to appearances” and want to 
“judge righteous judgment” that simple 
test will give the right answer. 

We sometimes miss the truth because it 


is simple and we are looking for some- 
thing complex. 

As to Mr. Johnson’s answer to his own 
question, “Is it un-Christian in any re- 
spect?” I disagree. It is entirely possible 
that this too is un-Christian. Paul said 
that in Christ there is neither Jew nor 
Greek, slave nor free, male nor female. It 
is time we grew up and learned to put 
first things first. We never will see the 
forest if we concentrate on the trees. 

The answer which Jesus gave to the 
Pharisees about healing on the Sabbath 
Day was, “Is it lawful on the Sabbath to 
do good or to do harm, to save life or to 
kill?” Mr. Johnson’s question as to wheth- 
er the added “difference” of color will 
improve the unhappy marriage situation 
deserves a similar answer. 

Is it wrong to right an injustice? 

MArTHA (Mrs. J. M.) LESLIE 
Fort Worth, Texas 
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SOUTHWESTERN AT MEMPHIS.... 
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Beginning where the “3 R’s” end... 
Stillman’s “3 L” training—a stimulating experience in 
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Clarke Tribute 
To THE OUTLOOK: 


I was greatly touched by the moving 
editorial about my dear old friend, Dr. 
James E. Clarke (Dec. 2). During the 
stormy days of the 1920’s he stood steady 
as a rock. His clear thinking, irenic spirit 
and great English writing was of splendid 
service to all who were striving for the 
peace and unity of the church. To those 
of us who knew him well his memory is 
a benediction. 

CHARLES FREDERICK WISHART. 
Wooster, Ohio. 


KKKs Arrested in 
S.C. Bombing Case 


Five Gaffney, S. C., men, ranging in 
ages from 25 to 35, and identified by 
police as members of the Ku Klux Klan, 
have been held in connection with the 
bombing of the home of a white physi- 
cian, whose wife wrote an article urging 
the moderate approach to racial integra- 
tion. (OUTLOOK Nov. 4, Dec. 2). 

The men are charged with bombing the 
home of Dr. and Mrs. James H. Sanders 
on the night of November 16. No one 
was injured in the explosion. 


Assembly Agencies Face 
Final Month of Giving 


Presbyterian, U. S., benevolences have 
only December contributions to be added 
to the year’s record. Through November, 
reports from Assembly agencies were as 
follows: 

ANNUITIES AND RELIEF (Atlanta), $214,- 
489 (last year, same time: $224,925) ; per- 
centage of budget: 48% (last year: 51%). 

CHRISTIAN EpvucaTion (Richmond), $323,- 
001 ($314,295); 56% (59%). 

CuurcH ExXxTEeNsIon (Atlanta), $760,- 
954 ($725,040); 50.12% (51.79%). 

GENERAL Funp (Atlanta), $446,191 
($420,826); 49.95% (49.71%), INTER- 
CHURCH AGENCIES, $13,570 ($13,011); 
57.51% (60.1%). 

Wortp Missions (Nashville), $2,606,700 
($2,543,584); 74.47% (77%). 


Mackay to Visit Hungary 


PRINCETON, N.J. (RNs)—John A. 
Mackay, president of Princeton Theo- 
logical Seminary here, is making a five- 
day visit to Hungary. 

He said he would meet with Hungarian 
Reformed Church leaders and visit con- 
gregations there. 

Dr. Mackay, who is president of the 
World Presbyterian Alliance, said the 
invitation to visit Hungary had been ex- 
tended to him by the Hungarian delega- 
tion to the Alliance’s executive commit- 
tee meeting at Stony Point, N.Y., last 
summer. 

Following his stay in Hungary, Dr. 
Mackay will go to Ghana, where he will 
attend an assembly of the International 
Missionary Council of which he is chair- 
man. The assembly will be held Dec. 
28-Jan. 8 at Achimota, near Accra. 


THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK. Second-class mail privileges authorized at Richmond, Va. Published weekly on Monday by Outlook 
Publishers Inc., 1 North Sixth Street, Richmond 19, Virginia, except alternate weeks July and August and last week December. 
Telephone MIlton 9-1371; night, ELgin 3-5554. 15¢ a copy, $5.00 a year. 
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Cavert Marks Tension Between 
Local and Ecumenical Efforts 


A major problem facing the churches 
is “how to combine the concern for ecu- 
menicity with concern for locality,” ac- 
cording to Samuel McCrea Cavert. 

Dr. Cavert made this statement at a 
recent dinner by 200 “Friends of the 
World Council of Churches,” honoring 
him upon his retirement as the U. S. ex- 
ecutive secretary. 

“The ecumenical interest and the local 
interest are competing with each other,” 
Dr. Cavert said. He cited those “who 
are so deeply involved in what is hap- 
pening to the church in East Asia or 
behind the Iron Curtain” that they lose 
contact with what the congregation is 
doing for the inner life of its own mem- 
bers. And, he said, “there are pastors 
who are so absorbed in ministering to 
the immediate face-to-face needs of a 
limited number of families that they do 
little or nothing to lead them into a sense 
of world mission or social responsibility. 
They let its members go on thinking of 
the church only in connection with the 
way in which it serves them and their 
children.” 


“Complacent Suburbs” 


This gap between world and local per- 
spectives, according to Dr. Cavert, is 
most conspicuous “in our comfortable 
and complacent suburbs.” While prais- 
ing congregations for what they are doing 
in pastoral care, Christian education and 
worship, he asked, “What is this church 
doing to make people sensitive to the re- 
lationship of the church to those outside 
its membership?” 

“All too often it goes on as if it had 
no responsibility for any of the issues of 
the most desperate urgency for the life of 
the world. It does not stir its members 
to face the racial situation with the mind 
of Christ. It does not make them critical 
of the low level of ethical integrity in our 
economic and industrial life. It raises no 
disturbing question as to what Christian 
citizenship means for American assistance 
to underdeveloped areas of Asia and 
Africa.” 

What is needed both by minister and 
laity to help bridge the gap between ecu- 
menicity and locality, he said, is a deeper 
understanding of “the nature and mission 
of the church in the world.” 

Dr. Cavert said he advocated neither 
organic union of all denominations nor 
Simply “more cooperation of the same 


kind we see today.”’ He called for an 
emphasis on “unity rather than union.” 

“On the one hand we need a unity which 
involves enough of a common faith and 
common order so that we can have a min- 
istry and sacrament that are recognized 
throughout the whole church. 

“On the other hand, we must never cease 
to safeguard the values of freedom and 
diversity. 

‘The unhappy fact is that we are not 
spiritually ready for organizational union 
—except within the several confessional 
families. Three prior conditions in the 
realm of the spirit needed before mean- 
ingful organizational union are: 

“1. Our denominations must have a 
deeper mutual understanding of each oth- 
er’s positions—something much more dif- 
ficult to achieve than mere bonhommie 
and tolerant good will. 

“2. We must have a clearer and more 
general recognition of the partial nature 
of the truth which each historic branch 
of the church possesses, and consequently 
have a greater passion for the wholeness 
of the church. 

“3. We must be prepared to accept a 
wide range of differences within a united 
church. Otherwise, there would always 
be the danger of too much conformism, too 
easy a squelching of minorities, too much 
stifling of the spirit.” 

Dr. Cavert pointed to the worldwide 
Christian community which has come 
into existence in the past fifty years. 
“That worldwide Christian community,” 
he said, “is becoming aware of a oneness 
that lies at a deepr level than all its 
differences.” 


“‘Most Inclusive Body” 


Kenneth S. Latourette, the church his- 
torian, was quoted as describing the 
World Council of Churches as “the most 
inclusive body that Christianity has ever 
possessed,” embracing more diverse 
groups in more parts of the world than 
any other organization over the centuries. 

Dr. Cavert emphasizes a distinction 
between interdenominational cooperation 
which accepts the denominations as they 
are, and participation in the ecumenical 
movement which implies a conception of 
the church as a single reality and judg- 
ment on the separations of the Christian 
community. ‘ 

“With regard to the nature of the unity 
we seek,” he asked, “is it to be defined 
in terms of denominations working to- 
gether at tasks which they recognize as 
common? Or is a unity in which the sep- 
arations between denominations are to be 


transcended to the extent that we shall 
have a church in which a common min- 
istry and common sacraments are recog- 
nized, and there is enough of a common 
structure to be recognized in the world?” 

Advances in unity in the past fifty 
years, Dr. Cavert feels, have come pri- 
marily because the churches agreed to do 
certain things together despite areas of 
disagreement. He went on: 

“On the other hand, we must admit 
that cooperation is not necessarily crea- 
tive of unity. An interdenominational 
program of convenience or of marginal im- 
portance has little real significance for 
unity. 

“Perhaps we have reached the point in 
the cooperative movement where it is not 
likely to go further unless it goes deeper. 
As things now stand we act separately 
as denominations in most things, and we 
act together in only those few things in 
which we can hardly act alone. We need 
to reverse the process.” 


Cameroun Presbyterians 
Organize New Church 


ELAT, CAMEROUN (RNS)—The Pres- 
byerian Church of Cameroun was estab- 
lished here by three synods of the Presby- 
terian Church, USA, and its missions in 
French Cameroun. 

In line with its overseas policy, the 
USA denomination immediately turned 
over its mission programs and activities 
in French Cameroun to the new church. 
Its missionaries also came under the ad- 
ministration of the Cameroun Church as 
fraternal workers. 

The church and mission changeover 
came seven months after France had 
granted the African colony partial self- 
rule on domestic affairs. 

The new church has 83,000 members 
in 193 churches. There are 82 African 
pastors to serve the church with the 
help of fraternal workers. 

Mission operations being turned over 
to the church include 22 stations, eight 
hospitals, a college, schools serving 25,- 
000 children, leper colonies and special 
shops. 

Some 125 persons attached to the 
Board of Foreign Missions of the USA 
church will be brought under the admin- 
istration of the Cameroun Church as fra- 
ternal workers. 

The board’s annual operating budget 
of the mission has excedeed $100,000. 
Salaries and expenses of the mission staff 
has totalled more than $400,000. 

The USA church has said it is pre- 
pared to continue support of the new 
church at this level if the latter desires it. 








National Council, St. Louis 


NCC Actions Are Reviewed 


Among the significant actions taken by 
the National Council of Churches at its 
recent St. Louis meeting were the follow- 
ing: 

—It created a study commission on 
the role of radio, television and films in 
religion to appraise the churches’ present 
program in these mass media fields and 
to provide a foundation for long-range 
planning. 

—It admitted four church bodies as 
new members of the NCC: Armenian 
Apostolic Church of North America (103- 
000 members); Polish National Catholi 
Church of America (266,000); Free 
Magyar Reformed Church in America 
(9,000); Serbian Eastern Orthodox Dio- 
cese of the U.S.A. and Canada (100,- 
000). Church bodies now represented in 
the NCC total 34. 

—Concerning immigration and aid to 
refugees, the Council urged enactment of 
flexible provisions for admitting refugees, 
and revision of the Immigration and 
Nationality Act of 1952 to eliminate dis- 
crimination based on race, color and sex, 
revise the national origins quota system 
and provide more adequately for the ad- 
mission of relatives, and of refugees, as 
well as of other immigrants who qualify 
for entry to the U. S. 


Meany Is Commended 

—Legislation was urged to correct 
“appalling abuses exposed by investiga- 
tions of the labor union movement and 
in labor-management practices. George 
Meany, president of the AFL-CIO, was 
commended by the NCC Assembly for 
the “valiant battle” he and others in the 
labor organizations are “waging for de- 
cency.” 

—The NCC took action to make sure 
that its future assemblies will be held 
“only where the prevailing practice in 
restaurants and other public facilities is 
service to all people without regard to 
race or color.” Several Negro delegates 
reported that they were refused service 
in restaurants and taxis because of their 
color. 

—San Francisco was chosen for the 
1961 fifth General Assembly of the NCC. 
A summer meeting is planned so as to 
avoid conflict with the General Assembly 
of the World Council of Churches to meet 
in December of 1960. The 1964 NCC 
Assembly has been designated for Phila- 
delphia. 

—In a message to President Eisen- 
hower, the NCC said it had been “chal- 
lenged by the significant and responsible 
role which you recognize to be that of 
the churches today.” 


Religious Interest 


—The concluding message of the As- 
sembly said the NCC is “encouraged” by 


4 


“signs of a resurgence of religious interest 
in our country” including “a heartening 
increase in lay participation and responsi- 
bility.” It noted that “side by side with 
productivity and abundance and the 
growth in church membership there is a 
rise in lawlessness, increase in mental 
illness, threatened disintegration of fam- 
ily life, breakdown of moral law and 
order, growing cynicism and fatalism, 
and frenzied searching for security.” It 
said: 

“Organizational complacency and self- 
assurance based on statistics must cease. 
The running of ‘successful programs’ must 
not be equated with the achieving of a 
holy purpose. 

“God’s purposes for his children are 
fulfilled within local communities. The 
important decisions and resolutions of this 
Assembly would be futile unless consid- 
ered and put into effect by congregations 
and councils. It is here that our oneness 
in Christ must become operative and the 
brokeness of persons made whole.” 

—Responsible local community action 
and obedience to the mandates of the 
U. S. Supreme Court in working out 
problems of desegregation were urged by 
the NCC Assembly. It expressed the hope 
that “the necessity of Federal enforce- 
ment of rights can be avoided by the re- 
sponsible action of local authorities.” It 
commended churches and_ individual 
Christians who are ‘‘standing for justice 
along with reconciliation, for law along 
with self-discipline.” 

—lIt called for the extension of the re- 
ciprocal trade agreements program “for 
at least another five years without weak- 
ening amendments” and it declared that 
technical and economic aid “should not 
be primarily for political and military 
associations, but for the purpose of help- 
ing people to help meet economic and 
social needs and opportunities.” 

—aAttempts being made to suppress the 
activities of the National Association for 
the Advancement of Colored People and 


9t an Ydea! 


CANDIDATES 


The 23 students under care of 
Rochester (N.Y.) Presbytery will 
be guests at the annual luncheon on 
the day after Christmas—at Brick 
Church. Hosts for the occasion will 
be members of presbytery’s commit- 
tee on students under care (look- 
ing toward the ministry, mission 
service, etc.). A new feature this 
year will include pastors of these 
students in the meeting. One pastor 
will speak and time will be spent 
in questions and discussion, shar- 
ing of college and seminary experi- 
ences. 





9t4 an Jdea! 
RECORDINGS 
Tape recordings of the Christmas 
service (or other festival occasions) 
are made by some churches and sent 
to the missionaries they support 
abroad. 























other voluntary associations by forcing 
them to reveal their membership lists were 
denounced. The NAACP was not men- 
tioned, but it was understood that this 
was in the mind of delegates. Churches 
and churchmen were urged to “recognize 
the gravity of the threat to all associa- 
tions and to all liberties when the free- 
dom of any legitimate voluntary associa- 
tion is assailed.” 

—Christians, it was said, should re- 
spond to the vistas opened by satellites 
circling the earth and rockets penetrating 
outer space “neither with complacency 
nor panic, but with confidence and ap- 
propriate action.” It said: 

“The accelerating arms race which now 
grips our world may lead directly to a war 
which will destroy civilization. Efforts 
must be redoubled to realize the final goal 
of worldwide disarmament in the frame- 
work of the United Nations.” 


NCC PRESIDENT TO 
VISIT U.S.A. TROOPS 


St. Louis, Mo. (rns)—Edwin T. 
Dahlberg of St. Louis, new president of 
the National Council of Churches, will 
spend the Christmas season with men and 
chaplains of the Alaskan Command. 

He will make the journey as spiritual 
ambassador of the National Council’s 34 
Protestant and Eastern Orthodox commu- 
nions and their more than 144,000 local 
churches. 

Dr. Dahlberg said he had received an 
invitation from the Alaskan Command 
and would follow the custom established 
by his predecessors of paying a Christ- 
mas visit to men in the Armed Forces. 

Last year, Eugene Carson Blake of 
Philadelphia, retiring Council president, 
also spent the Christmas holidays with 
the men and chaplains of the Alaskan 
Command. The year before, he visited 
arctic bases in the Northeast Command 
of Newfoundland and Greenland. And 
the previous year he flew to Japan and 
Korea. 





MODERATOR’S ITINERARY 





Presbyterian, USA, Assembly 
Harold R. Martin 
313 East St., Bloomington, Ill. 


Jan. 5, a.m. National church, Washington, 
D. C.; p.m., Garden Memorial church fol- 
lowed by presbytery-wide reception. 

an. 7, Communion service at the opening of 
Congress, National Church. 

Jan. 9-10, Long Range Planning Committee, 
New York. 

Jan. 11-16, Southern California. 

Jan. 19-22, Tucson, Arizona. 

(Continued next issue) 
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The Soul's Sincere Desire 


HIS is written only for those who 

believe in prayer. It can carry no 
meaning to those who do not. (But what 
man, at the bottom of his heart, does 
not?) 

I shall begin by assuming that the poet 
wrote truly: 

Prayer is the soul’s sincere desire, 

Unuttered or expressed. 
I should like also to indicate the basic, 
the etymological meaning of sincere. We 
use the word to mean pure, genuine, un- 
diluted. But it comes from two Latin 
words: the first is sine, meaning without; 
the second is cognate with the word caries, 
meaning corruption, decay. Etymologi- 
cally, therefore, sincere means without 
decay or corruption, or, to use a stronger 
phrase, without carrion. 

Considered in this light, prayer is seen 
as the soul’s incorruptible desire; the de- 
sire which neither suffers corruption it- 
self, nor corrupts the soul whose expres- 
sion it is. Also, therefore, the soul’s 
steadfast, continuing desire. 

Does the soul have any such desire? 
A desire which does not itself decay with 
the years, and does not corrupt the soul, 
either through itself or through its satis- 
faction. Surely most human desires do 
not answer these requirements. The de- 
sire for power, for instance, is wide- 
spread. Yet one thinks immediately of 
Lord Acton’s conclusion: “Power tends 
to corrupt, and absolute power corrupts 
absolutely.” The desire for high place 
of any kind dies away when we have 
attained the place, either because we are 
unhappy at the actuality or because the 
desire for a still higher place has pos- 
sessed us. Though we shall have to re- 
turn later to a consideration of physical 
desires, we may say here that they too 
rise and then fade away, and that men 
are often corrupted by them and by their 
satisfaction. Most desires are subject 
to corruption themselves, or are potential 
bringers of corruption to the soul which 
entertains them. They are not, in our 
use of the term, sincere. 


Harmony with God 


There is, however, one desire basic to 
the soul, never entirely lost, never en- 
tirely fulfilled, nor ever sullied by at- 
tainment. This is the desire to be in 
harmony with God, or, as the mystics 
say, to be one with him. Though many 
of us may fail to realize that we have this 
desire, it is the conclusion of the great 
spiritual leaders that we do. We have 
the word of the early Father, St. Augus- 
tine: “Thou hast made us for thyself, 
and our hearts are restless till they find 
rest in thee.”” We have the word, too, of 


MR. DABBS, who has contributed often to 
0% columns, is a layman of Mayesville, 
_™ 
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By JAMES McBRIDE DABBS 


our own Calvinistic divines: ‘“Man’s 
chief end is to glorify God and enjoy him 
forever.” 

Who shall attain this desire? Who 
shall find the answer to this, man’s es- 
sential, prayer? We have here a para- 
dox: as any man has the desire, he has 
it satisfied; as any man really prays, his 
prayer is answered. Unamuno says, in 
The Tragic Sense of Life, that the desire 
to believe in God is either the same thing 
as believing or is, at least, the ante- 
chamber to that shining room. Blessed 
are those who hunger and thirst for 
righteousness, said Jesus, for they shall 
be satisfied. And, again: Knock and it 
will be opened to you. And, still again: 
The pure in heart shall see God. 

Now, the pure in heart are those whose 
minds are fixed, who are uncorrupted by 
wayward desires, who are genuine, single- 
hearted, sincere: “without corruption.” 
Granted that no one is this except per- 
haps in rare mystic moments; yet it is 
within man to move in this direction, and 
in proportion as the sincere love of God 
takes hold of him he finds himself at one 
with God. As he becomes one himself, 
fused into oneness by the deep desire to 
find God, he discovers within himself 
the divine Oneness, which is the heart 
of the world. His prayer, his soul’s 
sincere desire, is realized as he prays it. 


No Self-Contradiction 


But does desire rest in God? St. Au- 
gustine said our hearts are restless, and 
seek rest in him. But that which is de- 
sired here is not passiveness, inactivity, 
slumber, but the absence of the self-con- 
tradictory strivings to which the heart is 
prone. It is not slumber we seek but 
satisfying activity; and the nearer we rise 
to God the more of this we find. Said 
Spinoza: ‘The more perfection any- 
thing has, the more active and the less 
passive it is.” It is to this active per- 
fection of God that Jesus referred when 
he said, “My Father is working still, 
and I am working.” 

Where? In the world, of course. Jesus 
never doubted this. However dark the 
scene, God was still here, working in 
the world. Now, in the world, man is 
first of all a physical being, born of flesh, 
nourished by earth. Within him, how- 
ever, is implanted the ineradicable desire 
to find God; this is his most earnest, his 
abiding prayer. He is fortunate, there- 
fore, this creature of earth, that God is 
here too, working in the world with him. 
He does not have to search for God 
through the absolute cold of outer dark- 
ness—though he is there also—but may 
find him here amid the hills and valleys 
of his native land. 


I mentioned earlier our physical de- 
sires. However corrupt or corrupting 
these may become, they are, at their best 
and in a nature at all sincere, pathways 
to God. Their proper satisfaction brings 
us into harmony, even into union, with 
our fellows and with the natural world. 
In their proper satisfaction they are 
bridges, which unite us with the world. 
Since God is the great spirit working in 
the world, the Oneness of the world, they 
are the bridges which take us to the land 
of our supreme desire, the land where 
God is all in all. 

To return to our larger theme, the 
soul’s sincere desire to find God. Since 
we are trying to find the Oneness of the 
world, oneness in the world, we are, not 
only through our physical desires but es- 
sentially, builders of bridges between 
ourselves and the multitudinous objects 
of the world, both things and people. 
Thus Whitman wrote: 

And you O my soul where you stand, 

Surrounded, detached, in measureless 
oceans of space, 

Ceaselessly musing, venturing, throw- 
ing. ... 

Till the bridge you will need be form’d.... 


The great bridges of today are splendid 
symbols of the human spirit. 


Wish to Be Separate 


Can it possibly be our sincere desire, 
our incorruptible, uncorrupting desire 
that we should be separate from other 
men? I cannot believe it. I know there 
are reasons why at times we wish to be 
separate. To protect ourselves, we wish 
to be separate from our enemies. For the 
same reason, we wish to be separate from 
the insane and criminals. But now, going 
further, to protect our status—economic, 
social, or whatnot—we wish to be sep- 
arate from certain individuals, groups, 
classes, or races. This type of desire 
aims at gaining, by withdrawal and sep- 
aration, power over the individual or the 
group we separate ourselves from. It is 
therefore corrupting, for power corrupts. 
It is most assuredly corrupting if what we 
really desire is to be at one with God in 
his workshop, the world. All these sep- 
aratist desires smother the basic unifying 
desire which makes us human. 


Now, I admit, it may be necessary, for 
the protection of life, to separate our- 
selves from certain people: for instance, 
the contagiously ill, the insane, and crim- 
inals. But I maintain that what we really 
desire is to build bridges to all men, not 
to separate ourselves from any man. For, 
as we wilfully cut off other men, we cut 
off God, and thus corrupt and weaken 
our essential humanity. 


Kierkegaard puts it thus: “God is not 
my father in particular, or any man’s 
father (horrible presumption and mad- 








ness!). O, no, he is only father in the 
sense of father of all, and consequently 
only my father in so far as he is the 
father of all. When I hate someone or 
deny that God is his father—it is not he 
who loses but me: for then I have no 
father.” 

Marcus Aurelius, though no Christian, 
came to a similar conclusion: ‘‘A man 
severed from one man has fallen away 
from the fellowship of all men.... A 
man separates himself from his neighbor 

. and is unaware that he has thereby 
sundered himself from the whole civic 
community.” 


South Today 

Now, to apply this discussion prac- 
tically. In our own South today a battle 
is being waged over racial segregation. 
The Supreme Court has ruled against 
it in the schools. Numbers of men, how- 
ever, still favor it, and are trying to 
maintain it. Even some preachers are 
openly pro-segregationist; a few are 
openly anti-segregationist; the majority 
have expressed individually no opinion. 
I do not know that any preachers have 
prayed publicly for the continuation of 
segregation itself, but some have prayed 
publicly for the success of groups the 
sole purpose of which is the continuation 
of segregation. According to the thinking 
of this writer, such prayers are unreal, 
since they do not express the soul’s sincere 
desire but rather a corrupt and corrupt- 
ing desire to keep oneself proudly apart 
from other people, and therefore from 
God. 

What, then, about acting to maintain 
segregation? Should we act for an end 
for which we cannot pray? I suppose 
such action might be justified on the same 
ground on which we justify keeping in- 
sane people and criminals apart from 
general society: we do not really want to 
do it, but to do otherwise would en- 
danger both the minorities and society 
itself. There is some talk that Negroes 
should be segregated for this reason. But 
I do not think this is too widely believed 
in the South; nor do I think such belief 
justified. Whatever sporadic violence 
might occur could be controlled by the 
police power of the state. 

It seems to me, then, that as we are 
sincere and genuine people, at one with 
ourselves from the heart out, we shall 
work for the elimination of racial segre- 
gation. Even if we say it is too danger- 
ous to abolish it now—an admission to 
be made sadly if made at all—we should 
have to direct our efforts towards its final 
elimination. We would do all we could 
to create that climate of opinion in which 
man’s sincere desire to be at one with 
God would have some chance of realiza- 
tion. This is also the desire to be at one 
with our fellow-men, for this desire is 
love, and, as John said, he who does not 
love his brother whom he has seen cannot 
love God whom he has not seen. 
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National Council, St. Louis 


THEY SAID... 


EDWIN T. DAHLBERG, pastor Delmar Bap- 
tist Church, St. Louis, new president of the 
NCC: 

There could be no enterprise of greater 
scope and majesty than the launching of 
a program of massive reconciliation 
throughout the total of mankind. We 
may joke about the sputniks, and the 
possibility of space travel, but we cannot 
doubt that these scientific developments 
have introduced a completely new factor 
into our whole concept of natural defence. 

In a world where the great powers 
stand poised with inter-continental mis- 
siles and missiles against missiles, ready 
to trigger the total destruction of all that 
we know of modern civilization, the old 
concepts of military security are com- 
pletely outmoded. The old arguments of 
pacifists and non-pacifists become passe. 
We are faced now with chemical and 
mechanical destruction on such a colossal 
scale that nothing more of the world may 
be left than a radio-active ash heap. 

It is not half so important that we 
send sputniks circling around the globe 
as that we should send more loaves of 
bread around the world. It is the hunger 
and misery of the vast populations of the 
earth, the unrestrained birth rates, the 
production of military hardware, the 
fanatical ignorance and illiteracy of op- 
pressed peoples, that makes for war. 
General MAXWELL D. TAYLOR, Army Chief 
of Staff: 

The $38,000,000,000 defense budget is 
high, but it represents an indispensable 
part of the price of peace. We in uniform 
clearly recognize that an adequate de- 
fense is by no means exclusively military. 
We must learn to use political, economic 
and moral assets as well. While we need 
good missiles, we need good men more. 
It is in producing such men that our 
homes, our schools, and our churches can 
contribute to the waging of peace. 


DEAN LISTON POPE, Yale Divinity School: 

The church is still the most racially 
segregated major institution in American 
life, but some progress is being made in 
integrating it. Although only ten per cent 
of American Protestant congregations are 
inter-racial, this percentage is five times 
as great as that of a decade ago. 

The churches are as much sinned 
against as sinning in respect to their own 
poor record in integration. Residentially- 
segregated neighborhoods make it very 
difficult, almost unnatural, for neighbor- 
hoed churches to become racially inclu- 
sive. Of course, churches do not need to 
run so rapidly from the possibility as 
many of them do when their neighbor- 
hoods begin to change. But in many in- 
stances, perhaps most, the churches are 
as much the victims of segregation pat- 
terns imposed by others as the perpetra- 
tors of them. 


tax report, quite obviously, plays a part 


MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR., Montgomery, 
Ala., pastor: 

All too many ministers are still silent 
while evil rages. It may well be that the 
greatest tragedy of this period of social 
transition is not the glaring noisiness of 
the so-called bad people, but the appall- 
ing silence of the so-called good people. 

The Negro must continue to realize 
that unearned suffering is redemption. 
We must say to our white brothers over 
the south that we will match your ca- 
pacity to inflict suffering with our ca- 
pacity to endure suffering. We _ will 
match your physical force with our soul 
force. 

We will not hate you and yet we can- 
not obey your evil laws. Do to us what 
you will and we will wear you down by 
our capacity to suffer, and in earning 
our freedom we will so appeal to your 
hearts and consciences that we will win 
you in the process. 


TRUMAN B. DOUGLASS, New York, Con- 
gregational Home Missions Executive: 

The denominations retain for them- 
selves most of the important functions of 
the Christian church and require that the 
councils of churches shall occupy them- 
selves with all the ecclesiastically unprof- 
itable functions, like ministries to mi- 
grants and Indians, and with all sorts of 
trivia. 

The general public in America regards 
councils of churches as being mainly pre- 
occupied with opposing bingo and pari- 
mutuel betting on horse races. 

Our real problems are those of a so- 
ciety which thinks nothing of giving 
$64,000 to someone who displays a smat- 
tering of information on largely incon- 
sequential subjects and at the same time 
impoverishes its teachers. 

If someone should propose that a pub- 
lic school teacher be paid $15,000 a year 
—the salary of a very low-price baseball 
plaver—every Chamber of Commerce and 
taxpayer’s association in the country 
would call this a form of “galloping so- 
cialism.”. . . 

The really blood-chilling facts about 
our common life are not the evidences 
that some people like to play bingo, but 
the signs that the nation, so recently 
boastful of its youth and spiritual vigor, 
has become tired and senescent. 


FREDERICK 
Eisenhower: 


FOX, representing President 

He said President Eisenhower wants 
the churches of America to “speak up 
clear and strong.” 

“The President knows that the health 
of our democracy depends upon truth 
freely expressed—the bitter truth as well 
as the sweet—judgments as well as praise 
—and the free churches of America have 
a prime responsibility to make plain to 
us the words of the Lord—by precept 
and by example.” 
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A common complaint among church ri 
ealize choir directors is that there is a serious 
iption. lack of sacred vocal solos of real musical 
5 over merit. 
ur Ca- This situation has prompted Miss 
wal in Mary Monroe Penick, music director of 
> Wi 


the Lexington (Virginia) Presbyterian 
ir soul Church, to initiate plans for a nationwide 


contest for composers. The contest will 
e can- be sponsored by the choir of the Lexing- 
s what ton Church. 
wn by Notices of the sacred solo contest are 
arning being sent out to leading newspapers in 
o your the country, as well as to music maga- 
ill win zines and periodicals and to the heads 
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of conservatories and music departments 





k, Con- of colleges and universities, and to many Q 
: individual composers. t 
dean, Three distinguished judges have been * 
same of obtained for the contest by Miss Penick. 
h ot the They are Howard Boatwright, associate 
> ime professor of Composition at Yale Univer- 
inprof- sity; Arthur Talmadge, professor of 
. ob music and chairman of the Fine Arts 
saete of Department of Hollins College; and 
George Howerton, dean of the School of 
Music at Northwestern University. 
regards First prize, to be given for the best 
nly pre- J sacred solo, will include a $300 cash om 
a award. Second prize will include a $200 Every year, the anniversary of Christ’s 
P award. In addition, the two prize-win- 
of a so- 


=e ning compositions will be published by birthd ; 
giving da, W Geer Compas ok ow Cok. irthday challenges us anew to re-examine 
a smat- Plans call for manuscripts to be sub- 
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, of his manuscript and to send his entry 
t a pub- by registered mail to Miss Mary Monroe « = . J: 
SS MGeI Gade Genes af co aon compassion. The quality of His supreme 
baseball Church, Lexington, Virginia. Manu- 
erce and scripts will be returned only if accom- friendship has inscribed itself upon our hearts 
country panied by a stamped, self-addressed en- ; 
ping so- velope. The sponsors accept no respon- 

sibility in case of loss. Prize-winning Let us extend our hearts and hands to each 

ts about compositions will be announced July 1, 
vidences 1958. 
ngo, but The contest rules require that the text other in friendship. Merry Christmas to all. 
recently of the song be taken from the Bible, a 
al vigor, fine religious poem, or The Hymnbook, 


published by the Presbyterian Churches 
in 1956. The accompaniment must be 
President written for organ, and the piece cannot 
be longer than four minutes in duration. 
er wants The editor of this column commends = " 

speak up Miss Penick and her choir for this stimu- THE WILLIAMS PRINTING COMPANY 
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Cavert and Unity 


Two hundred “Friends of the World 
Council of Churches” gathered in New 
York recently to do honor to Samuel Mc- 
Crea Cavert upon his retirement as the 
American secretary of the WCC. 


Many thousands here and abroad who 
could not attend the meeting join heartily 
in the tribute. 


Dr. Cavert’s words at the dinner indi- 
cate one reason for his notable contribu- 
tion both to the program of cooperation 
among the churches and to the ecumeni- 
cal movement. In our report carried on 
page 3 you can see his statement of long- 
range objectives but also his deep sense 
of present situations. His constant aware- 
ness of realistic issues, tugged at by a 
far goal, have made him a trustworthy 
leader. 

In the years in which he guided the 
work of the Federal Council of Churches 
he was often at the center of a dynamic, 
growing, often heavily-barraged enter- 
prise, but his patient spirit and his own 
personal commitment to unity in its deep- 
est sense provided a steady balance wheel 
where it was needed. 

Many churchmen who know little or 
nothing of Dr. Cavert nevertheless owe 
him a considerable debt, for he has con- 
tributed greatly to drawing the churches 
of this country and around the world into 
a closer and more understanding unity. 

As we thank God for his grand service, 
we can wish for him many years of the 
same kind of activity in line with the 
pattern which he has so well projected. 


A Check Before Dec. 31 


At this time of the year many people 
look around to be reminded of good 
causes which they may well support. They 
want to make sure that, before the year’s 
financial record is closed, they have made 
a fair and adequate distribution. The 
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tax report, quite obviously, plays a part 
in this exercise and for the benefit of 
those who may not recall the figures in 
the box to the right, we carry this in- 
formation. This basis, to be sure, does 
not offer the highest incentive to gener- 
osity. It is merely a factual presentation 
of what a gift costs the giver in money 
value. 

That there are more significant con- 
siderations in making these year-end gifts 
is or should be obvious to any churchman. 
He will have missed the meaning of 
Christmas if reasons for generous giving 
have not been driven home to him. 

Many church pledges show consider- 
able deficiencies at this time of year and 
church receipts for the last month far 
surpass any other two or three months. 
(1f this giving could be stretched out 
across the year it would save thousands 
of dollars in interest charges when agen- 
cies have to borrow to meet current ob- 
ligations. ) 


As you come to the year’s end and 
make your gifts, you will be grateful for 
so many good causes that call you to 
participate in their program. 


a 
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Glasgow Minister Is 
British Weekly Editor 


Denis M. Duncan, 37, pastor of the 
Trinity-Duke Street church, Glasgow, 
Scotland, has been named editor of The 
British Weekly, now published by the 
Church of Scotland. 

In addition to his varied pastoral ex- 
perience, Mr. Duncan is a qualified coun- 
selor of the Marriage Guidance Council, 
a member of the “Tell Scotland” steering 
committee, and editor of Rally, an inde- 
pendent monthly magazine. 


Coe College President 
Is Philadelphia Pastor 


Joseph E. McCabe, pastor since 1953 
of the Chestnut Hill church, Philadel- 
phia, Pa., will become president of Coe 
College, Cedar Rapids, Iowa. 

Now 46, Dr. McCabe was formerly 
pastor in Lambertville, N. J., assistant 
to the dean of men at Muskingum Col- 
lege and a field representative of that 
institution. He was a World War II 
Navy chaplain. He is to assume his new 
work in the spring of 1958. 
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A Thought for the New Year 





THE ROAD 
By KENNETH J. FOREMAN 


“In the path of righteousness is life, 
but the wav of error leads to death.”— 
Prov. 12:28. 


PARTY in a car exploring a du- 

bious road leading into the moun- 
tains, met a man who looked as if he 
belonged there. “Where does this road 
go?” they asked. “Hit don’t go no- 
where,” the man said. On the theory 
that all roads go somewhere, the party 
ignored this discouraging prophecy and 
pushed on. Presently another local man 
appeared by the roadside. They asked 
him the same question: “Where does 
this road gor” ‘Don’t know,” the man 
answered. “Goes to the top of the ridge. 
I never went no further.” Still hoping, 
the explorers kept going, and at a bend 
in the road came on still another charac- 
ter. The same question brought a differ- 
ent answer: “Why, this here road goes 
everywhere. Johnston City, Bristol, 
Greasy Creek, Cincinnati, any place you 
want to go. Yes ma’am, just follow this 
road and it'll take you anywhere in the 
world!” 

The highway of the New Year is about 
as dubious as that mountain road. There 
is some doubt whether our vehicle is built 
for such a road at all. Our luxurious 
low-slung chassis looks as if it might get 
stuck at any turn. The pastel finish is 
due for a scratching, at the least. We 
have driven so long on fine, flat roads 
that we have about forgotten how to use 
the lower gears we shall need on this 
road. The grade is steep, the woods are 
dense, there is no way to see ahead. 


HERE does the road of the New 
Year go? 

Nowhere, say some. This is the last 
mile, a dead end. Some say it ends sud- 
denly at a cliff’s edge around a curve, 
where we shall end our journey in catas- 
trophe. Some say it wanders back into 
an abandoned woodlot where it gradually 
peters out in a place where there is no 
turning around. But whether we end with 
a bang or a whimper, this is It. This is 
the last of the years. Others say the road 
goes aimlessly through the woods and 
finally turns back upon itself. A year 
from now we shall be back where we are 
now; no wiser, no better, no farther 
along. 

There are other travelers who take the 
same view of the New Year that one man 
did of that road; they don’t know where 
it goes, and they don’t care. It goes up 
to a ridge . . . maybe farther, maybe not. 
1958 leads to 1959, and so what? Be- 
yond that, ridges no doubt, and more 
ridges. When you’ve seen one you’ve seen 
’em all. What difference does it make 
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how long the road is or where it finally 
goes? The road of the new year leads 
to troubles, too. Climb the steep side 
of one trouble and keep climbing, you'll 
get to the end of it in time. You can 
coast down . . . but there will be another 
rocky ridge of trouble just beyond the 
next creek, you can count on it. Those 
ridges will last longer than your gas will. 
Yes, the road goes somewhere, but no- 
where in particular, nowhere worth going 
to, nowhere much different from here. 

It was the third man who really told 
the truth. This road, any road with am- 
bition enough to climb to the top of a 
ridge, will take you anywhere in the 
world. The road may seem to end, but 
it opens out into another road, and per- 
haps that into another .. . and always 
the roads put their miles together until 
at last they reach every city and village 
on the continent. 


O THIS YEAR, unpromising, steep, 

badly surfaced, crooked and discour- 
aging, even this year goes somewhere. It 
can go everywhere. Name your destina- 
tion; the road will set you on your way. 
You can always “get there from here,” 
wherever it is and wherever you are. 


Bad purposes and good alike need 
time for their completion. To every good 
purpose, blessed by God, this road surely 
leads. Yes, and to such evil purposes 
as God permits, this road is the certain 
way. The man bent on running away 
from God can follow the road of the new 
year into darker and darker vales, as 
far from God as a man can go. The man 
whose journey is toward God, and in 
God, will find this road of the year like 
the path of the righteous, shining more 
and more to the perfect day. 

Yet there is one dark valley to which 
this year conducts us all. It is the valley 
wherein stands the gate of death. No 
matter which way the traveler turns, no 
matter what combination of roads he 
chooses, either on this road or some other 
opening out of this, the traveler comes 
to that silent gateway. And beyond? 
Unlike any other, from beyond that gate 
there is no returning. 

Those who know have told us that two 
cities lie beyond. One is that city where- 
in the glory of God is the light of it; and 
the other is the city of the dark. It is 
said that every man carries with him the 
key to one or the other of these cities. 
For the heart’s desire is the key. Those 
who love darkness rather than light shall 
find at last the shadows of the abyss; 
but those who seek with all their hearts 
for God shall surely find him. For the 
road of the New Year leads everywhere, 
even to hell and heaven. 


























|. M. C. Holds Important 
Meeting in Ghana Capital 


Two hundred Protestant leaders from 
35 countries will gather December 28- 
January 8 in the new African nation of 
Ghana to discuss current developments in 
the missionary activities of the Christian 


churches. The occasion is the Assembly 
of the International Missionary Council 
to be held at the University College of 
Ghana. 

The Assembly, which meets quadren- 
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nially, is the governing body of the Coun- 
cil. Delegates and consultants from the 
35 missionary or national Christian 
councils that constitute the membership 
of the IMC will be present. The member 
group in the United States is the Division 
of Foreign Missions of the National 
Council of Churches. 

The Ghana meeting will follow in the 
tradition of a number of worldwide mis- 
sionary conferences. The IMC itself was 
organized as a result of one of these con- 
ferences—the Edinburgh conference of 
1910. Other conferences in the series 
include Jerusalem in 1928; Madras (In- 
dia) in 1938; Whitby (Canada) in 
1947; and Willingen (Germany) in 
1952. 


Mackay to Speak 

John A. Mackay, chairman of the 
Council and president of Princeton Sem- 
inary, will address the opening session 
on “The Christian Mission at this 
Hour.” On Sunday, Dec. 29, a service 
of worship and praise will be held in 
the municipal stadium at Accra, Ghana’s 
capital, where 15,000 persons are expect- 
ed to attend. 

Among the urgent questions with which 
the Assembly is expected to deal are 
these: What new forms of Christian mis- 
sionary activity are needed in the world 
today? The place and function of the 
missionary; the Christian church and 
non-Christian religions; the relations of 
missions and inter-church aid; means of 
relating to the world mission Christian 
laymen and women to serve in countries 
other than their own in such fields as 
industry, government or education. 

Following the Ghana Assembly, an all- 
Africa church conference will be held in 
Nigeria January 10-20 to enable Chris- 
tian leaders from all parts of Africa to 
become better acquainted with each other. 
It will also give Africans a chance to 
make their experiences known to those 
from other countries and to learn more 
of the Christian world mission elsewhere. 

Among Presbyterians from the U. S. A. 
expected to attend the Ghana Assembly 
are the following: Roswell P. Barnes, 
Mr. and Mrs. Charles A. Cary, John 
Coventry Smith, Robert S. MacFarlane, 
Jr., Henry P. Van Dusen and Dr. 
Mackay. 
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The Church’s One Foundation 


By ERNEST TRICE THOMPSON 


Sunday School Lesson 
Matthew 16:13-19; 


For the next three months we are to 
study some of the principal New Testa- 
ment teachings about the church. Quite 
properly our first study is based on Mat- 
thew 16:13-19, where Jesus first speaks 
of the church. 

It was on the road to Caesarea Philip- 
pi. Jesus asked his disciples, “Who do 
men say that I, the Son of Man, am?” 
and then “But you, whom do you say that 
I am?” Peter replied, ‘“Thou are the 
Christ, the Son of the Living God.” 

We need to recall here that according 
to John’s account there had been earlier 
confessions of the disciples’ faith in Jesus 
as the promised Messiah (John 2:41- 
45), but those confessions were based on 
the witness of John the Baptist and on 
the popular expectation of a political 
Messiah who would save the nation from 
Rome. Peter’s confession was based on 
his personal experience and was alto- 
gether independent of public opinion. It 
was a conviction which came from his 
recognition of God in Jesus. In other 
words, God had revealed himself to Peter 
through Jesus Christ, and it was his re- 
sponse to that revelation which led Peter 
to affirm, “Thou are the Christ, the Son 
of the Living God.” The earlier confes- 
sion which only reflected the opinion of 
others brought no particular commenda- 
tion. Now Jesus declares exultantly, 
“Blessed are you, Simon Bar Jona, for 
flesh and blood has not revealed this to 
you, but my Father who is in heaven.” 

We might note here that genuine or 
vital faith always comes as a response 
to a personal revelation. We can teach 
our children that God is their Father and 
that Jesus is Savior and Lord and they 
will believe because of what we have told 
them. But that is not a faith that will 
endure despite all the vicissitudes of life. 
A real vital faith is not present until God 
in person speaks through Christ, and the 
growing boy or girl, or man or woman 
responds to that personal revelation with- 
in his heart, until he can sav as a result 
of inner conviction, of personal experi- 
ence, independent of the views of others 
about him, “Thou art the Christ, the Son 
of the Living God.” In every case a vital 
faith is a result of a personal revelation, 
but it is a revelation to which the indi- 
vidual must respond in faith. 

It was then when God had revealed 
himself to Peter and when Peter had 
responded in faith to that revelation, that 
Jesus spoke for the first time of the 
church. Peter was probably disappointed, 
for up to this time Jesus had spoken only 
of the Kingdom of God (or Kingdom of 
Heaven), and this is what Peter and the 
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Ephesians 2:19-22 


people generally were interested in. For 
the Kingdom of God meant to them God's 
reign in the world of their day. It meant 
not only the reign of God but also the 
blessings of God, which individuals and 
the nation would enjoy when the reign of 
God became a fact. And this Kingdom 
was to be ushered in by the Messiah, the 
Son of God. When Peter made his great 
confession, “Thou are the Christ the Son 
of the Living God,” he would naturally 
expect some further disclosure of the 
coming Kingdom, but instead Jesus said, 
“Thou are Peter, and upon this rock I 
will build my church. 

The Greek word translated church is 
“ecclesia,” which comes from two words 
meaning to call out. The Greeks used 
the word to describe an assembly of citi- 
zens. In the Septuagint or Greek transla- 
tion of the Old Testament the word 
“ecclesia” or “church” is used to describe 
Israel, as the people of God called to 
the worship and service of God. But 
Israel had not accepted God’s purpose 
for them as a people. And so Jesus is 
about to call out from Israel and other 
nations a group that will be charged with 
the responsibility of carrying out God’s 
purpose in the world in the place of Is- 
rael which has rejected its divine mis- 
sion. 


1. The Foundation of the Church 

Jesus said, “You are Peter (Greek: 
Petros)—and on this rock—(Greek: Pe- 
tra) T will build my church.” What is 
the rock, the foundation on which Christ 
will build his church? 

Roman Catholics, as we know, say that 
the rock is Peter and his successors, the 
bishops of Rome. They say that the pres- 
ent Bishop of Rome, as successor of Peter 
and vicar of Christ, is the absolute ruler 
of the church and that when he speaks 
officially as head of the church he is in- 
fallible in matters of faith and morals. 
If this claim is to be substantiated, Ro- 
man Catholics would have to prove five 
points. They would have to prove first 
that when Jesus said, “Thou art Peter, 
and upon this rock I will build my 
church,” he meant to make Peter infal- 
lible and to give him absolute power in 
the church. But there is no such evidence 
in the New Testament. In fact, the New 
Testament makes it clear that Peter had 
no such authority (cf. Gal. 2:6-11). 
They would have to prove, in the second 
place, that such power as Peter had was 
transferable, and of this there is nct the 
slightest hint. They would have to prove, 
in the third place, that Peter visited 
Rome. Probably that is true, but the evi- 


dence is late and uncertain. Fourth, they 
would have to prove that Peter became 
Bishop of Rome, and the evidence all 
indicates that Rome had no bishop until 
late in the second century. Fifth, they 
would have to prove that Peter sought to 
transmit such power as he possessed to 
the bishops of Rome as his successors. 
This, for the reason indicated above, 
could hardly have been the case, and 
there is no evidence that any bishop of 
Rome even claimed it was for more than 
200 years. The Roman Catholic Church 
would have to prove all five points of 
these points, and, as a matter of fact, 
it can prove no one of the five. If Peter 
was the rock on which the church was 
founded, it was because he was the first 
to confess his faith in Christ, and be- 
cause he was the natural leader of the 
Twelve. 

Protestants generally are agreed that 
the rock on which the church is founded 
is the truth which Peter confessed, or the 
fact that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of 
the Living God. That is the logical in- 
terpretation. For, if Jesus had wished 
to say that his church was founded on 
Peter, he would naturally have said, 
“You are Peter and upon you I will 
build my church.” 

This is not only the natural interpre- 
tation, it is also the Biblical interpreta- 
tion. The Apostle Paul has a great deal 
to say about the church, and on several 
occasions he likens it to a building, but 
the foundation on which the church is 
built is never Peter—it is always Jesus. 
Thus, in Ephesians 2:19-20, he writes: 

“You are fellow-citizens with the saints 
and members of the household of God, 
built upon the foundation of the apostles 
and prophets, Christ Jesus himself being 
the chief cornerstone, in whom the whole 
structure is joined together and grows 
into a holy temple in the Lord; in whom 
you also are built into it for a dwelling 
place of God in the Spirit.” 

And in 1 Cor. 3:11 he writes, “For 
no other foundation can anyone lay than 
that which is laid, which is Jesus Christ.” 

Peter himself is in full agreement with 
Paul. He too compares the church to a 
building and to a building built on Jesus 
Christ, not on himself. “Come to him,” 
cries Peter in 1 Peter 2:4: 

“Come to him, to that living stone, re- 
jected by men but in God's sight chosen 
and precious, and like living stones be 
yourselves built into a spiritual house, to 
be a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual 
sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus 
Christ. For it stands in Scripture: Be- 
hold I am laying in Zion a stone, a corner- 
stone chosen and precious, and he who 
believes in him (i.e., Jesus) will not be 
put to shame.” 

Peter then agrees with Paul that the 
church is built on Jesus who is the 
Christ, the Son of the Living God. It 
is built up or composed of men who be- 
lieve that Jesus is the Christ, the Son 
of the Living God, and who because of 
their faith in him are joined together to 
advance his reign among men. 
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ll. The Future of the Church 


It was of this church that Jesus said, 
the gates of hades (Rsv) or the powers 
of death shall not prevail against it. To 
the men of that time it must have seemed 
an amazing prediction—to predict that 
from this humble beginning there would 
come a society that would endure to the 
end of time. And yet the prediction has 
been fulfilled, to this present moment. 
Every other society then in existence has 
perished, but according to Professor La- 
tourette of Yale, the church is more firmly 
established in the world today than ever 
before in its history. As one of our hymns 
has it: 

“O where are kings and empires now, of 
old that went and came, 

But Lord, Thy church is praying yet, a 

thousand years the same.” 

But notice that Jesus’ promise does not 
mean that the church cannot suffer loss, 
go into eclipse and even die in any par- 
ticular region, in any particular country, 
or in any particular locality. It does not 
mean that the Presbyterian Church in 
your community will not languish and 
die; it does not mean that the Presby- 
terian Church in the nation will not lose 
its influence; it does not mean that Prot- 
estantism will necessarily survive; it does 
not mean that the church behind the Iron 
Curtain will not finally be extinguished. 
Jesus said, “You are the salt of the earth, 
but if the salt has lost its savor it is 
henceforth good for nothing but to be 
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cast out and trodden under the foot of 
men.” And that warning has been real- 
ized in many parts of the world. In 
many places where the church was once 
strong and flourishing it is now weak, 
dving or dead. The church itself will not 
die, but the church in any particular 
place may decline and even die and it 
will do so unless it fulfills its function 
among men. 


Ill. The Function of the Church 


Jesus described the function of the 
church in different language on different 
occasions. Here he puts it in two figures: 
(1) “I will give vou .. .,” he is talking 
here to Peter, as the first confessor, but 
later the same responsibility is laid upon 
all believers—‘‘I will give you the keys 
of the Kingdom of Heaven.” 

Roman Catholics say that when Jesus 
gave Peter the keys of the Kingdom of 
Heaven he was giving him final au- 
thority in the church. But as we have 
seen there is no basis for that interpre- 
tation in Scripture or in history. What 
then did Jesus mean? The Kingdom of 
Heaven, or the Kingdom of God, is God’s 
reign among men in this earth as well as 
in the world to come; it includes those 
blessings which are available for men 
and for society when the reign of God 
becomes a fact. Now Jesus has given to 
Peter and to all after him who believe 
that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of the 
Living God, the keys that will open those 
blessings to other men in this life and 
in the life to come. It is our responsi- 
bility then as believers in Christ to open 
the way for men to find those blessings 
which God on his part is always ready 
to give, and unless that responsibility is 
accepted by members of the church, as 
well as its ministers, the church will 
wither and die. 


“And whatever you bind on earth,” 
Jesus continues, “shall be bound in 
heaven and whatever you loose on earth 
shall be loosed in heaven.” As translated 
by Moffatt, this verse reads: ‘Whatever 
you prohibit on earth will be prohibited 
in heaven, and whatever you permit on 
earth will be permitted in heaven.” That 
is the exact meaning of Jesus’ words in 
modern speech, for to bind and loose 
were technical expressions used by the 
rabbis, meaning to permit and to forbid. 
Mt. 18:18 makes it clear that this power 
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was given not only to Peter but also to 
the early Christian community. Through 
them the Risen Christ was to express his 
will. Through them he was to carry out 
his purpose. What they ordered would be 
what Christ desired. What they forbade 
would be the things of which Christ dis- 
approved. The fulfillment of this tre- 
mendous promise is found in the writings 
of the New Testament, where the Apos- 
tles did lay down the principles which 
will henceforth guide the consciences of 
men, Other New Testament passages 
(e.g., Mt. 28:19) make it clear that in 
a lesser sense this power continues to be 
exercised by those who, by their teaching 
or lives, by their words or example, im- 
press the world more deeply with a sense 
of what is right and what is wrong, what 
is permitted and what is forbidden to a 
Christian. The church is the appointed 
agency through which the Kingdom of 
God is to be extended on earth. It is 
the appointed agency through which the 
moral judgment of God. revealed in 
Scripture, may find concrete and definite 
expression. Our task as individual mem- 
bers of the church is to see that the moral 
judgments of God are clearly and ade- 
quately expressed through us. 

But what troubles me as I follow the 
history of the church is that so often the 
moral judgments of the church reflect the 
prejudices or interests of its members 
rather than the moral judgments of God. 
To many observers of our modern society 
the church seems to reflect the opinions of 
the world about it rather than the mind 
of Christ, to lag behind rather than to 
lead in moral and ethical sensitivity. 
This may be inevitable. The church is 
now so largely identified with society that 
it naturally reflects the viewpoint of so- 
ciety as a whole. It cannot be too far 
ahead of the world, because there is so 
much of the world in the church. 


What we do have a right to expect is 
that the minister shall reflect the judg- 
ments of Christ and not the judgments of 
the world; that church officers, and Sun- 
day school teachers and at least a minor- 
ity of active Christian laymen shall be 
ahead of the world and not behind it in 
their ethical thinking; that there will be 
a cutting edge, a creative minority within 
the church more sensitive to the mind of 
Christ, who will point the way in which 
the consciences of men will ultimately 
move. Is there such a minority in the 
church today? Why is it not larger? 
How can it be increased? To which 
group do you belong? 

Lesson theme and scripture copyrighted by the Divi- 


sion of Education, National Council of Churches. Scrip- 
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THE CHURCH’S POWER 


By ERNEST TRICE THOMPSON 
Sunday School Lesson for January 12, 1958 
Acts 1:4-5; 2:1-11 


Last week we looked at the foundation, 
future and function of the church as set 
forth in Jesus’ words recorded in Mat- 
thew 16:16-18. This week we are con- 
cerned with the church’s power—first as 
promised by Jesus, and second as real- 
ized on the day of Pentecost. 


I. Promised by Jesus 

In his preface to “The Acts of the 
Apostles” Luke reminds us that 

“in the first book ...I have dealt with 
all that Jesus began to do and teach until 
the day when he was taken up, after he 
had given commandment through the 
Holy Spirit to the apostles whom he had 
chosen. To them he presented himself 
alive after his passion by many proofs 
appearing to them during forty days and 
speaking of the kingdom of God. And 
while staying with them he chargea them 
not to depart from Jerusalem... .” 

If he had not so strictly charged them 
they would have departed forthwith. 
Naturally, for Jerusalem was the home of 
Jesus’ enemies, it was the place where 
he had been crucified; the disciples could 
expect the authorities, who had crucified 
their Master, to move soon against them. 
(Cf. John 20:19). But if they had de- 
parted from Jerusalem at this time, they 
would have remained defeated, the fear of 
men ever in their hearts. So “he charged 
them not to depart from Jerusalem, but to 
wait... .” For three years they had been 
with Jesus. They had heard his words, 
seen his deeds, watched him die, and 
they knew him now to be their risen 
Lord. They had a great story to tell their 
fellowmen. But they were not ready. 
There was something that they lacked. 
It wasn’t money, though money would 
have helped. It wasn’t organization, 
though organization was bound to come. 
It wasn’t doctrine, though some of their 
ideas needed to be clarified. What they 
needed was what we need, what we must 
have before we can carry out the great 
mission which has been entrusted to us, 
a Presence within that will transform our 
lives, that will guide and empower us. 
Jesus had lived and died and been raised 
from the dead, but his visible presence 
was soon to be withdrawn; the Kingdom 
of God was among them as a tiny grain 
of mustard seed, but its realization in 
the face of insuperable odds seemed 
utterly beyond them. The disciples must 
themselves become new men before they 
could even begin their task. So Jesus 
commanded them to wait, not passively, 
but actively, not with folded hands, but 
with uplifted hands, “to wait for the 
promise of the Father, which, he said, 
‘you heard from me, for John baptized 
with water, but before many days you 
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shall be baptized with the Holy Spirit.’ ” 

“So when they had come together,” 
Luke continues, “they asked him, ‘Lord, 
will you at this time restore the kingdom 
to Israel?’’”’ It seems strange that this 
question could be asked at this stage of 
their development, but we can be grateful 
that it was raised, for it reflects three 
erroneous opinions about the Kingdom 
which in one form or another linger still. 
There was an error, first, in regard to the 
recipients of the Kingdom. “Lord, will 
you at this time restore the kingdom to 
Israel?” They thought that the Kingdom 
belonged to a single people, their people, 
as some today think it belongs to their 
own nation, their own race, their own 
class, or it may even be, to their own de- 
nomination. There was an error again 
about the time of the Kingdom’s coming. 
“Lord, will you at this time restore the 
kingdom to Israel?” They thought, as 
so many since have thought, that the 
Kingdom would come in its consummated 
form in their own generation. But two 
thousand years, almost, have passed, and 
the Kingdom in its final form has not 
yet arrived. There was an error finally 
about the agent through whom the King- 
dom would come. They said, “Lord, will 
vou at this time restore the kingdom to 
Israel?’ They thought that there was 
nothing for them to do; that Christ would 
bring in the Kingdom, unaided and alone. 
The Kingdom is indeed God’s gift; it 
cannot be brought in by human efforts; 
but Christ was thinking of the part they 
—and others—must play, before he re- 
turned in the glory of the angels, and 
so he replied: 

“Tt is not for you to know times or 
seasons which the Father has fixed by his 
own authority.” It seems strange that all 
through history, especially in times of 
crisis like our own, there have been some 
Bible students so sure that they knew 
the one thing which Jesus tells us here 
that it is not intended for us to know, 
the one thing which he acknowledged 
that he himself did not know. (See Mark 
13:32.) The belief that Jesus will come 
again in one’s own generation may help 
to keep alive the promise that he will 
come, but most always it leads to a dis- 
torted program for the church. Perhaps 
that is why Jesus said: “It is not for you 
to know times or seasons which the 
Father has fixed by his own authority. 
But you shall receive power when the 
Holy Spirit has come upon you... .” 

We note here that whatever else the 
Holy Spirit may mean, it does mean 
power. Not intellectual power, neces- 
sarily, or physical power, or economic 


power, or political power, but moral and 
spirtual power, power to apprehend God, 
power to accomplish God’s will for our 
lives. 

“You shall receive power when the Holy 
Spirit has come upon you; and you shall 
be my witnesses.” The power, it is im- 
portant to observe, was linked to a task. 
As Halford E. Luccock has written: 

“One truth gleams brightly and steadily 
in the record of the Book of Acts of the 
beginnings of the Christian Church. It 
is that the Pentecostal power was given 
to the company when they faced the Pen- 
tecostal task. The two go together and 
always. It is very common to hear the 
prayer, ‘O Lord, give power to the church.’ 
Power is given to a church when it faces 
the task which God has laid upon it, and 
goes to work on it. Power is never 
achieved when pursued for itself. In the 
economy of God, as we have glimpses of 
it in the Bible, power always goes with 
a commission. It came to the disciples at 
Pentecost; it comes to anyone whenever 
he squarely faces an undertaking for God. 
To receive power we need to tackle some- 
thing for which we need the power of 
God.” 


Perhaps that is our trouble. We lack 
power because we have not expected great 
things from God or attempted great 
things for God. We forget that spiritual 
power is never given as an end in itself; 
that it is always given as a means to an 
end. 

“Vou shall be my witnesses,” said Jesus. 
There was much poverty in the Roman 
Empire, but Jesus gave his disciples no 
economic panacea. There was much in- 
justice, but he offered them no political 
formula. The mission of the disciples 
was to witness what they had heard and 
seen about Jesus, what they had come to 
know through his Spirit. And that is our 
mission, too. If faithfully performed, it 
will transform the political and economic 
and international situation; it will rev- 
olutionize the whole life of man, the total 
life of the nation and of the world, but 
the effects will come only as we bear 
faithful witness to Jesus as Savior and 
Lord. 

“You shall be my witnesses in Jeru- 
salem. . .”’ This was not the easiest place 
for these men to begin. It was, in fact, 
the most difficult place, for it was the 
home of Jesus’ enemies, and most of his 
friends were in Galilee. All of the dis- 
ciples, except Judas, came from Galilee, 
and that, no doubt, was where they would 
have preferred to begin. But Jerusalem 
was the strategic place for them to start. 
It was the religious capital of the Jewish 
nation. And it has been the scene of 
the crucifixion. If the disciples had be- 
gun elsewhere, enemies of the gospel 
would say today, “Oh yes, Jesus died in 
Jerusalem. The belief that he was alive 
arose in Galilee.” And they would use 
the fact to discredit the gospel. How 
grateful we can be that the disciples 
began their witness in Jerusalem, the 
home of Jesus’ enemies, where he had 
been crucified, where the Christian mis- 
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sion would have collapsed like a pricked 
bubble, if only the rulers had been able 
to produce the body of Christ. The fact 
that they did not produce it is good his- 
torical evidence that they could not do 
so—that the grave was empty even as 
the disciples proclaimed. 

And there is a strategic place for each 
of us. It may be in our homes, on the 
campus, among our social group. It 
will change with time. The strategic 
place—our Jerusalem—may be in the 
press, through the pen, in the political 
life of the nation, in its economic life, 
among the fine arts, on the stage, as a 
lawyer, a doctor, a minister, a business- 
man, a mother in the home, a woman in 
the office... . 

“And in all Judea and Samaria... .” 
In the Greek these two terms are bracket- 
ed together and, we may surmise, for a 
purpose. In Jesus’ time the Jews hated 
and despised the Samaritans and the 
Samaritans repaid their scorn in heaping 
measure. The feud, which began in Old 
Testament times, had been transmitted 
from one generation to another for 500 
years, one of the longest and one of the 
bitterest feuds in all of history. And now 
Jesus tells his disciples that they are to 
be his witnesses not only among the Jews, 
but also among the Samaritans. It is 
just as though he had said: 

“You cannot hope to win the world for 
me, if you do not win those near at home. 
You cannot hope to persuade men of other 
lands that you have the gospel of man’s 
redemption, the secret of human brother- 
hood, the formula for achieving peace on 
earth and goodwill among men, if it does 
not have the power to end the estrange- 
ment that exists here at home, to resolve 
the hate, the bitterness, the prejudice that 
exists between you and the Samaritans.” 

It is as though he might say to us, 
“You cannot hope to persuade men that 
you have the key to the world’s ills, to 
win Russians and Chinese and Africans 
to Christ, if the gospel does not prove 
that it has the power to break down the 
barriers of class and race in your own 
land.” In fact, he did say something of 
this sort. ‘“‘By this,” he stated in the 
Upper Room the night before he died, 
“By this all men will know that vou are 
my disciples, if you have love for one 
another.” 

“And to the end of the earth.” The 
church’s mission has no geographical 
limits. It must be world-wide, or it is 
not inspired of Christ. And our mission 
is not merely to witness to Christ, but to 
win men to him, to win all men in all 
lands, and to teach them to live in ac- 
cordance with his commands. 


Il. Realized at Pentecost 

After Jesus’ ascension the disciples re- 
turned to the Upper Room in which Jesus 
had instituted the Lord’s Supper. They 
assembled here regularly with Jesus’ 
brothers, with Mary, his mother (men- 
tioned here for the last time), and with 
the devoted group of women who had so 
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often ministered to Jesus’ needs. “All 
these with one accord,” we read, ‘‘devoted 
themselves to prayer.” They did not pray 
casually, sporadically, formally, as a 
mere matter of routine (as we do only 
too often). They devoted themselves to 
prayer, as a person must devote himself 
to any subject (mathematics, music, or 
athletics, for example), if he is to excel. 
“All these with one accord devoted them- 
selves to prayer.” If this inner circle, 
the nucleus of the Early Church, had been 
divided, at odds with one another, their 
prayer would not have been so effective. 
They continued to pray earnestly for ‘‘the 
promise of the Father” (Acts 1:4) till 
the day of Pentecost (ten days in all), 
and only ceased then because the answer 
finally came. 

“When the day of Pentecost had come,” 
Luke tells us, “they were all together in 
one place. And suddenly a sound came 
... like the rush of a mighty wind... . 
And there appeared to them tongues as 
OF hire... And they were all filled with 
the Holy Spirit and began to speak in 
other tongues.” 

The central fact in this total experience 
was the descent of the Holy Spirit into 
the hearts and lives of the disciples. What 
does this mean in terms of our own ex- 
perience? To answer this question we 
must go back and study the meaning of 
the word “Spirit” as used in the Scrip- 
tures of the Old and New Testament. 
When we do so, we discover that the 
term is used in two different senses. 
Sometimes impersonally—to describe the 
divine influence, or the divine energy, 
or the divine power, which is apparent in 
nature, or which is available for man 
as he seeks to carry out God’s purpose 
for his life. Certainly that is a part of 
the meaning here, for Jesus had prom- 
ised, “Ye shall receive power when the 
Holy Spirit is come upon you.” At Pen- 
tecost the disciples became conscious of 
a new source of power, not human power 
merely, resources which they had not yet 
tapped, but divine power, inexhaustible 
resources on which they could always 
depend (cf. 2 Cor. 12:9-10; 4:7-11; 
Eph. 1:19-20). 

More frequently, however, in the Old 
Testament and also in the New Testa- 
ment the word “Spirit” is used not im- 
personally, but personally, not as “it” 
but as “he,” not to describe the divine 
influence, or the divine energy, or the 
divine power, but to describe God him- 
self. The Spirit as God, however, is 
never quite the same as God the Father, 
or as God the Son; it is always God as 
active, energizing, working—sometimes 
God as he works in nature, but much 
more frequently, and of much more sig- 
nificance for our spiritual life, God as 
he lives and energizes and works in and 
over and through man for the great pur- 
poses which he has at heart. Before Pen- 
tecost the disciples had known God as 
Creator, God as Father, the God who 


was over and above them. They had 
learned to know God the Son, incarnate 
in Jesus, with whom they had lived and 
talked in Galilee. Now they learned to 
know God as Spirit, living in them, work- 
ing through them. They felt themselves 
to be, as indeed they were, God-seized, 
God-guided, God-enthused, and God- 
empowered men. 

This descent of the Holy Spirit marks 
a new epoch in the life of the church. 
As Arthur W. Rackham has said: 

“Pentecost witnessed the introduction 
into the world of a new order of life— 
the life of the Divine Spirit in humanity. 
Previously the Holy Spirit had acted on 
men from without like an external force; 
as the prophet Ezekiel describes it, The 
hand of the Lord was upon me. But now 
the Holy Spirit acts from within. He is 
in man. Before Pentecost his manifesta- 
tions had been transient and exceptional; 
now his presence in man’s heart is an 
abiding one and regular.” 

The blessing of Pentecost then con- 
sisted in the outpouring of the Spirit into 
the life of believers, not for one time, but 
for all time (2:38-39). The rushing wind 
and the tongues of fire and the gift of 
tongues were only outward visible signs 
of this inward spiritual grace. The wind, 
for example, suggested the power of the 
Spirit and his mysterious, invisible op- 
eration; the tongues as of fire, the flam- 
ing witness which they would be enabled 
to bear—as indicated by the gift of 
tongues—to all nations. 

A less important question for our pres- 
ent day, but one often raised, is as to the 
nature of the “gift of tongues.” There 
are some students who think the phrase 
refers to intelligent discourse in tongues 
(that is “languages’’) before unknown. 
That is the first impression made by the 
account in Acts. There are other students 
who think the gift of tongues was mani- 
fested in ecstatic or elevated praise of 
God as language in itself unintelligible 
to man, but in this case sympathetically 
understood, or else containing many ut- 
terances unconsciously clothed in foreign 
words. It is certainly true that Paul is 
describing the latter sort of gift in 1 
Corinthians 14, and also that there is no 
evidence that the apostles or other mis- 
sionaries of the early church possessed a 
miraculous gift of speaking in foreign 
tongues. Even here no one seemed to 
understand what it was all about, until 
Peter arose and addressed them in or- 
dinary speech. 

Dr. Bicknell represents this 
viewpoint when he says: 

“First Corinthians leaves no room for 
doubt that speaking with tongues is a 
psychological phenomenon, which has 
been investigated and explained by mod- 
ern science. .. . Psychology enables us to 
explain the external phenomena but can 
neither prove nor disprove the reality of 
direct supernatural intervention. ... The 
changed character of the disciples and the 
new type of life that they exhibited prove 
the existence and working of a more than 
human power. Both the community and 
individuals tended to reproduce the mind 
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BOOK NOTES 


Of Special Interest 


THE APOCRYPHA. Revised Standard Ver- 
sion. Thomas Nelson & Sons, New York. 
275 pp. $4. In a volume matching the RSV 
Bible and under the same editorial auspices 
we now have what Luther called ‘’the books 
which are not held equal to the sacred Scrip- 
tures, but nevertheless are useful and good 
to read.” 

WHICH BOOKS BELONG IN THE BIBLE? 
A Study of the Canon. By Floyd V. Filson. 
Westminster Press, Philadelphia. 174 pp. $3. 
The dean of McCormick Seminary here ex- 
plains the church’s test or canon of the 
Scriptures. 

NEITHER BLACK NOR WHITE. By Wilma 
Dykeman and James Stokely. Rinehart & Co., 
New York, 371 pp. $5. This husband-wife 
team traveled widely and now brings to- 
gether a remarkable collection of opinions, 
attitudes, reactions and observations collected 
from all serts of people on aspects of segre- 
gation. 

A DICTIONARY OF CONTEMPORARY 
AMERICAN USAGE. By Bergen and Cornelia 
Evans. Random House, New York, 565 pp., 
$5.95. If you can abide this television pro- 
fessor you will find some interesting infor- 
mation about words in this book. Some 
people will feel with reason that he gives 
up the struggle for traditional usage too 
easily. 

ALL THE PLANTS OF THE BIBLE. By 
Winifred Walker. Harper & Bros., New York, 
244 pp., $4.95. A well known botanical 
artist presents 114 Bible plants and full page 
illustrations, with additional information 
about all of them. A valuable reference. 

THE FAITHS MEN LIVE BY. By Charles 
Francis Potter. Prentice-Hall, Inc., New 
York, 323 pp., $3.95. A brief survey of 








and character of Jesus. This is a new 
fact and cannot be explained in terms of 
what has gone before. The cause that 
Christians have always assigned is that 
Jesus had bestowed the Spirit which he 
had promised. The abnormal psychical 
phenomena, which attracted such atten- 
tion at first, tended to disappear, and at 
the last seem to have died out. The new 
power of the Christian life persisted and 
developed. It is the true evidence that the 
gift of Pentecost was due to the direct 
act of God.” 

In Acts 2:14-40 (not included in our 
lesson) Peter explains to the curious 
crowd the abiding significance of the Pen- 
tecost event. It was, he pointed out, the 
fulfillment of Joel’s prophecy that the 
time would come when God’s Spirit would 
be available to all men; it was, he went 
on to make clear, the gift of the risen 
and ascended Christ (Acts 2:16-17; 33). 
And when those who heard him inquired 
anxiously what they should do, Peter re- 
plied, “Repent and be baptized. .. .” The 
Greek word “to repent” means more than 
to be sorry for one’s failures, mistakes, 
and sins. It means to change one’s mind, 
one’s way of thinking, one’s way of living, 
to turn from the world unto God, to put 
self off the throne and to put Christ on 
the throne. Baptism was the symbol of 
one’s repentance, -as defined above, the 
symbol of one’s incorporation into the 
body of believers, the symbol of cleansing 
from sin through Christ. “Repent,’’ Peter 
said, ‘‘and be baptized . .. for the forgive- 
ness of your sins; and you shall receive 
the gift of the Holy Spirit. For the prom- 
ise to you and to your children and to all 
that are far off.” 


Does this last phrase refer to those that 
DECEMBER 23, 1957 


more than 50 different religious faiths by 
the founder of the First Humanist Society 
of New York. 


BASIC CHRISTIAN BELIEFS. By W. Bur- 


net Easton, Jr. Westminster Press, Philadel- 
phia. 196 pp. $3.75. The dean of religious 
life and assistant professor of religion and 
Biblical literature at Park College deals help- 
fully with major items of Christian faith. 
BELIEFS THAT MATTER. By Ganse Lit- 
tle. Westminster Press, Philadelphia. 142 
pp. $2.50. These are sermons preached by 
the Pasadena, Calif., Presbyterian minister. 


CHRISTMAS TITLE 

THE FAMILY CHRISTMAS BOOK. Doro- 
thy Wilson, Editor. Prentice-Hall, Inc., New 
York. 178 pp. $2.95. This is a grand 
anthology of interesting and inspiring Christ- 
mas stories and articles by noted writers. 


BOOKS RECEIVED 


The Unity of the Bible. 
Book). H. H. Rowley. 
N. Y. $1.35, paper. 

The Douglass Sunday School Lessons— 
1958. Earl A. Douglass. Macmillan Co., 
N. Y. $2.95. 

The Cloud of Unknowing. 
Julian Press, Inc., N. Y. $4. 

The Gospel from the Mount. John Wick 
Bowman & Roland W. Tapp. Westminster 
Press, Philadelphia. $3.75. 

The New Frontiers of Aging. Edited by 
Wilma Donahue & Clark Tibbitts. Univer- 
sity of Michigan Press, Ann Arbor. $5. 

He Was a Child. Norman Vincent Peale. 
Prentice-Hall, Inc., N. Y. $2.75. 

The Book of God. April Oursler Arm- 
strong. Doubleday & Co., Inc., N. Y. $4.95. 

The Empire of Silence. Albert Joseph 
McCartney. Christopher Publishing House, 
Boston. $2.50. 
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are far off in time? Undoubtedly it does, 
for the promise had been fulfilled to men 
in the first century and the tenth century 
and also the twentieth century. It will 
still be true in the 30th century and the 
50th, if this old world of ours survives that 
long. Does it refer to those that are far 
off in space? Undoubtedly it does, for the 
promise has been fulfilled in Europe and 
Asia and America and Africa and the 
islands of the sea. Does the phrase refer 
to those who are far off in will? Un- 
doubtedly it does, for one never wanders 
so far from the Father’s heart and will 
that he cannot say, “I will arise and go 
unto my Father.” Any man, in any land, 
at any time, no matter what his past may 
have been, may receive the gift of the Holy 
Spirit if only he will repent and be bap- 
tized in the name of Jesus. 

If then, anyone who reads these words 
has not experienced the presence of the 
living God, if there is anyone who does 
not know the “love, joy, peace .. .” which, 
as Paul says (Gal. 5:22-23), are the fruit 
of the Spirit, here is the remedy: “Re- 
pent, and be baptized . . . for the forgive- 
ness of your sins; and you shall receive 
the gift of the Holy Spirit. For the prom- 
ise is to you.” If, on the other hand, we 
have thus turned away from self unto 
him, we have received the gift of the 
Spirit. It only remains for us to allow 
the Spirit—God in us, Christ in us—to 
have his way in our lives. 

God’s power is always available, God the 
Holy Spirit is himself present, ready al- 
ways to bear his fruit in our lives and 
equip us in his service. This is the sig- 
nificance of Pentecost. 


Lesson theme and scripture copyrighted by the Divi- 
sion of Education, National Council of Churches. Scrip- 
ture quotations from the Revised Standard Version. 


toward a 
closer walk 

with God... 
Day by Day 


Nothing means more to a Christian’s 
spiritual growth than the daily practice 


| of spending some time each day in 


prayer and meditation. Often this 
“time with God” is an experience that 
all the family shares. It can be the 


| high point of the family day—a fellow- 
| ship that binds the family closer to- 


gether—and closer to the Father. In 


| like manner, when whole congrega- 


tions share this daily worship through 
use of the same material, the church’s 
spiritual ties are strengthened. 


Day by Day can provide guidance for 


| such a spiritual experience for the in- 


| dividual—for families—for congrega- 





tions. For each day there is suggested 
Scripture reading, a brief meditation, 
and suggestions for prayer. Use of the 
prayer suggestions, which include 
names of missionaries of our Church 
and phases of the Church’s program, 
provides an additional means of unit- 
ing the congregation in the ministry 
of the Church. 


Many churches subscribe to Day by 
Day for each family in their congrega- 
tion. Take advantage of the special 
quantity rates. 


Special quantity subscription rates. 
(5 or more to one address for one 
quarter) 10¢ each 


Single annual subscription 75¢ 





BOARD OF CHRISTIAN 
EDUCATION 


Box 1176, 
Richmond 9, Virginia 
15 





MINISTERIAL 
MENTION 


CHANGES 
Presbyterian, U. S. 

John S. Lyles, Marion, S. C., will be- 
come pastor of the First church, Dunbar, 
W. Va., Jan. 1. Address: Myers Ave. at 
15th St. 

John W. Craven, Bartow, Fla., has ac- 
cepted a call to the Tabb Street church, 
Petersburg, Va. 

Thomas |. Smith, formerly of Balti- 
more, Md., has begun his work as pastor 
of the West Jefferson, N. C., church. 

Wiliam McE. Miller, Teheran, Iran, is 
on furlough at 326 W. Allen Lane, Mt. 
Airy, Philadelphia 19, Pa. 

F. Alfred Mathes, Birmingham, Ala., 
will become pastor of the Granada 
church, Bird Road at University Drive, 
Coral Gables, Fla., Jan. 1. 

Thomas E. Cook, who has been study- 
ing at the University of Edinburgh, has 
become pastor of the First church, Cle- 
burne, Texas. 

Paul E. Bailey, from Prenter, W. Va., 
to Callaway, Va., where he is pastor of 
the Piedmont and Pippin Hills churches. 

Ralph W. Davis, from Linden, Ala., to 
Box 305, Meadville, Miss. 

Richard A. Curnow’s address in Char- 
lotte, N. C., is 226 Marsh Rd. (South Park 
Church). 

Curry W. Davis, from Plant City, Fla., 
to the Hialeah, Fla., First church, 556 E. 
12th St. 

Herbert W. Dale, from Bessemer City, 
N. C., to the Castanea church, Rt. 1, 
Stanley, N. C. 

G. Grey Dashen, from Crystal City, Mo., 
to Northminster church, 2003 E. 55th St., 
N., Kansas City 16, Mo. 

E. Frank Lothery, from New Orleans, 
La., to the Shorewood Hills church and 
Forest H#¢ll chapel, Jones Mill, Ark. 

William E. Hammond, from Talladega, 
Ala., to the Forsyth, Ga., church. 

Robert T. Haynes, Jr., from Fayette- 
ville, N. C., to the Lexington, N. C., 
church, 

J. S. Harvard, 4229 Shorebrook 
Columbia, S. C., has become 
the Forest Lake church. 

Walter R. Harbison, from Sutton, W. 
Va., to 117 Evergreen Lane, Fountain 
City, Knoxville 18, Tenn. 

J. Irvine Prather, formerly of Clayton, 
N. J., has become pastor of the Guerrant 
Memorial church, Jackson, Ky., and a 
teacher in Lees Jr. College. 

E. E. McPheeters, from Warren, Ark., 
to Southminster church, 2245 S. Holland, 
Springfield, Mo. 

P. Herbert Parsons, from Anchorage, 
Ky., to the First church, N. Miami Beach, 
Fla., 920 S. 24th Ave., Hollywood, Fla. 

Bronson Matney, Jr., from Rome, Ga., 
to the Quincy, Fla., church. 

George E. Nickels, formerly of Holston 
Presbytery, is now pastor of the Holly- 
wood and Chocod churches, Rt. 2, Box 
483, Greenville, N. C. 

Stewart H. Merriam, formerly of Balti- 
more, Md., has become pastor of the First 
church, Portsmouth, Va., 1059 Naval Ave. 

William E. Moreau, Jr., from Jackson, 
Miss., to the Lydia church, 44 Peachtree 
St., Clinton, S. C. 

Herbert Meza, former missionary to 
Portugal, is engaged in Church Extension 
work in Brazos Presbytery, 1035 Globe, 
Houston 17, Texas. 

Albert S. Tippit, from Lockhart, Texas, 
to the John Knox church, 2102 49th St., 
Lubbock, Texas. 

J. Arthur Strickland, 
La., to assistant pastor, 
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Sam Houston at 14th St., Odessa, Texas. 

R. Gerald Smith, from Shepherdsville, 
Ky., to the Eutaw, Ala., church, 227 Wil- 
son Ave, 

John P. Stephenson, Jr., from Franklin, 
Va., to the MacPherson church, 2908 Cliff- 
dale Rd., Fayetteville, N. C. 

W. Ernest Wilson, from Wyndale, Va., 
to Ripley, Miss. 


Presbyterian, USA 

Ralph Cummins will retire Dec. 3 
after 19 years as general presbyter of 
the Synod of Illinois. He will be minister 
of the Friendship House of Christian 
Service in downtown Peoria, Ill. The 
new executive of the synod will be 
Andrew E. Kurth, New York, field secre- 
tary of the General Council’s Department 
of Stewardship and Promotion. 

Richard W. Firth, from Syracuse, N. Y., 
to 104 Carlton Pl., Upper Providence, 
Media, Pa., Dec. 30. 

Frank B. McDowell, from Cordell, Okla., 
to 104 W. Main St., Tecumseh, Okla., 
Dec. 31. 

John Y. Robison, from Calera, Ala., to 
Box 187, Pinson, Ala. 

Bert E. Clark, from Catlettsburg, 
to the Mason City, Ill., church. 

Bruce M. Bowen, formerly of 
dale, N. Y., has become 
Brockport, N. Y., church. 

Robert E. Cannon, formerly of Oak- 
dale, Pa., is now pastor of the Millers- 
burg, Ohio, church. 

Frederick W. Cassell, formerly of Pitts- 
burgh, Pa., has become pastor of the Wex- 
ford, Pa., church. 

William Irvine Blair, from Charleston, 
Ill., to 4425 S. 8th St., Terre Haute, Ind. 

Wilmina Rowland has become the first 
woman minister ordained by Cincinnati 
Presbytery. She is associate pastor of 
the Indian Hill church. 

William F. Groff, Jr., recent graduate of 
Columbia Seminary (Ga.), is the new pas- 
tor of the Delaware City, Del., and St. 
Georges churches. 

Roy T. Nunn, from Mt. Vernon, Mo., 
to the First church, Seymour, Texas. 


Ky., 


Scars- 
pastor of the 


Robert M. Young, from Jefferson City, 
Mo., to Akron, Ohio. 

Robert F. Stevenson, from Warrens- 
burg, Mo., to Arkansas City, Kansas. 

Robert C. Whitaker, of Allardt, Tenn., 
has been called to the First church, 
Chandler, Ariz. 

Rudolfo Torres, formerly of Bernalillo, | 
New Mex., has begun his new work with 
the Spanish churches at Globe and Miami, ~ 
Ariz. 

Raymond C. Acheson, formerly of Yuma, 
Ariz., now serves the Paradise Valley | 
church, Phoenix, Ariz. 


United Presbyterian q 

Thomas L. Patton, Jr., formerly of 

Philadelphia, has become pastor of Cal- 
vary church, Wilmington, Del. 


DEATHS 

Thomas F. Gallaher, 83, died Nov. 30 in 
Dallas, Texas. He served the Oak Cliff 
Church there from 1919 until his retire- 
ment in 1958. A minister-son is Thomas + 
B., of Ft. Smith, Ark. 

John MacEachern, 73, Bishopville, S. C., 
died Nov. 18. His last work before his 
retirement in 1941 was in Whitmire, S. C. 

Rudolph Miller, 73, Memphis, Tenn., 
died Nov. 12. Before his retirement in 
1949 he served the Colliersville and New 
Hope churches in Memphis. 

John F. Frierson, 81, superintendent of 
Palmer Orphanage, Columbus, Miss., for } 
40 years, died. Dec. 7-—seven years after 
his retirement as the unsalaried head of 
the Mississippi Presbyterian home for de- 
pendent children. He was an attorney. 


ANNIVERSARIES 

E. Burgett Welsh, New Concord, Ohio, 
recently celebrated the 50th anniversary 
of his ordination with the New Concord 
and Norwich congregations joining in a 
surprise party. 


SEMINARIES 

John H. Leith, Auburn, Ala., is serving 
as a visiting professor of theology at 
Union Seminary in Virginia during the 
present quarter. 





AGNES SCOTT COLLEGE. 


DECATUR, GEORGIA 


A liberal arts college for women where the pursuit of intellectual 
excellence is carried on in a context of dynamic, active Christianity. 
Affiliated with the Presbyterian Church, U. §S. 


For information, address 


DIRECTOR OF ADMISSIONS 








Maryville 
College 


(Founded 1819) 


Maryville College, 


A liberal arts, coeducational college related to the Pres- 
byterian Church USA., offering a well-balanced curricu- 
lum in 26 major subject areas. Fully accredited. Students 
from 35 states and several foreign countries in student 
body of about eight hundred. Cost of $780 a year for tui- 
tion, board, room, and fees, with substantial reduction 
possible through widely-known Student Help Program. 


Address President Ralph Waldo Lloyd, 
Maryville, Tennessee 
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